2/ Positive Psychology Research

The Psychometric Characteristics of Wisdom Scale (WS)

A. Akbari **, S. Hashemi 2, M. K. Kenari ®

1- Phd Candidate in Educational Psychology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of
Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran
2- Associate Professor of Educational Psychology, Department of Psychology, Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences, University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran
3- Assistant Professor of western philosophy, Department of educational sciences, Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences, University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran

Abstract

This research was conducted to investigate the adequacy of the psychometric indicators
of the Persian version of Schmit, Muldoon and Pounders’ Wisdom Scale. By using
random clustering sampling, 278 male and female undergraduate and postgraduate
students of The University of Mazandaran were selected and completed the
questionnaire. Validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by applying factor analysis,
convergent validity, and divergent validity. The results of factor analysis confirmed six
initial dimensions. The reliability of the scale and subscales was verified by both
Cronbach's alpha (.71-.80) and test-retest methods (.71-.78). In order to examine the
effect of gender on each dimension as well as total score of wisdom, independent t-test
was used to compare the scores of male and female students on different dimensions
along with their total scores. The results showed that on various dimensions there is no
statistically significant difference between male and female students. The findings of
this research indicated that the scale was adequate for further studies.
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